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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 

Dear Sir: 

Please amend the above application as follows: 
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USSN 10/723, 307 

The examiner cites the '7 96 patent but fails to recognize 
that this patent discloses a gas pressure microsensor wherein 
gas pressure in the microcavity 24 within the membrane 20 is 
sensed. In contrast to the examiner's allegation, the bowed 
membrane 20 of the '7 96 patent is formed by epitaxially growing 
a p-GaN layer 12 and etching an underlying n-GaN base layer 13 
in much the same manner as the deficient '730 patent. 

The layers 26a, 26b of the '7 96 patent form a piezoelectric 
strain sensor on the membrane 20. There is no disclosure 
whatsoever in the *7 96 patent of Applicants' method of claim 27 
involving heating a membrane to impart an arcuate shape thereto, 
depositing one more metallic layers on the heated membrane, and 
cooling the membrane to ambient temperature, the membrane being 
constrained by the one or more metallic layers in an arcuate 
shape. 

Neither the '730 patent nor the '7 96 patent alone or 
together suggest Applicants' claim 27. 

Reconsideration of the rejection of claims 18, 20, 26, and 
27 is requested. 

Applicants have added new claim 28 which is believed to be 
allowable as well. The Commissioner is authorized to charge the 
fee for new claim 28 to my deposit account No. 20-1124. 
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U&SN 10/723,307 

Applicants believe the pending claims are in condition 
for allowance, and action to that end is requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Edward J. Timmer 
Reg. No. 27 402 



Enclosure: Post Card 
Telephone:' 26 9-62 9-9136 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service under 37 CFR 1. 8 
as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner 
For Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on 




Edward J. Timmer 
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